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PURPOSE   

At Litchfield Middle School academic honesty includes a set of values and skills that 
promote personal integrity and good practice in teaching, learning, and assessment. 
According to the MYP, students must demonstrate academic honesty and avoid any 
form of academic misconduct. The IB community must maintain a strong sense of 
fairness and justice with respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. 
Academic honesty and proper conduct in the classroom is a crucial piece to student 
success. This policy was created by a representative from all of the subject groups and 
will be revised annually.  The policy is shared with parents and students at the start of 
each school year.  We value creative, honest, independent thinkers.  

● Inquirer: We nurture curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research.  We 
know how to learn independently and with others. 

● Principled: We act with integrity and honesty.  We take responsibility for our 
actions. 

● Reflective: Students look back upon their acquisition of knowledge to see if it 
was honestly obtained. 

● Thinker: We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions. 

 

DEFINITIONS 
 

● Academic Dishonesty: Any action that involves falsified work or uncited ideas.  
● Academic Honesty: A set of values that promote personal integrity and good 

practice in learning and assessment.  This includes respect for the intellectual 
properties of others and submission of authentic work while acknowledging 
others’ publications.  

● Citing Works: Procedures to cite and acknowledge original authorship as 
assigned by the teacher:  ex-APA, MLA, etc. 

● Collaboration: Working together on a common aim with shared information that 
is open and cooperative and does not allow for one’s work to be copied for 
assessment purposes. 

● Collusion: Helping someone else cheat, such as allowing your own work to be 
copied by another, including the use of translation programs 

● Cyber cheating: Using prohibited electronic devices to copy, scan and transfer 
unauthorized information. 

● Notification: Notify authority figure of any academic dishonest conduct 



● Paraphrasing: The rewording of a text to give meaning. 
● Plagiarism- adoption or reproduction of original creations of another author 

without due acknowledgement. 
● Sabotage: The act of preventing others from completing their work or purposely 

destroying, tampering, or altering with another's work.  
● Summarizing: A concise restatement of a body of work. 
● Unauthorized Duplication of Work: The presentation of the same work for 

different assessment components and/or IB requirements. 

 

ROLE OF TEACHERS 

● Demonstrate and model appropriate academic integrity 
● Demonstrate digital information fluency, appropriate internet search skills, and 

evaluate digital information effectively and ethically.  
● Provide guidance on the distinction between legitimate collaboration and 

collusion. 

 

CONSEQUENCES FOR ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 

● First Offense:  You will receive the opportunity to redo the assignment.  Parents 
will be notified by the teacher.  

● Second Offense:  You will receive a discipline referral form as well as a zero on 
the assignment. Parents will be notified by the teacher. 

● Third Offense: Discretion of teacher and principal for suspension or further 
consequence.  

  


